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those of the ordinary school boy who never drilled an hour. 

The Boston Journal the next day after the parade, 
commenting on the drill, said : 

"The Boston School Regiment gives thirteen hundred 
young men at least the rudiments of military training. 
It strengthens the nerves and muscles of the strong and 
healthy lads who would be likely to be called on to fight 
our battles in war. It teaches them lessons of the value 
of order and obedience, and stirs the pulse of patriot- 
ism. That is all the justification our school regiment 
needs ; it is all the justification it asks for." 

This is a comparatively low standard by which to 
judge of the institution. It assumes that fighting and 
killing are not only good and right, but that the world 
has not yet reached a point of development when it ought 
once for all to abandon all thought of the inhuman butch- 
ery of battle. 

As we saw the companies marching and countermarch- 
ing, as if preparing for a battle with the British next day, 
and the boy officers strutting about and shouting their, 
commands like lusty young Caesars, we said to ourselves : 
" And this is Boston, the light of the New World, the 
leader of American culture and progress ! " We wonder 
what Longfellow and Lowell and Emerson, three men 
greatly respected in these parts, would have thought if 
they had lived to see the Boston High Schools turned 
into regular war nurseries as they are fast becoming. 
All readers of " The Arsenal at Springfield " and of " The 
Biglow Papers" and of the Essay on " War" will easily 
guess. Taking down Emerson's " Miscellanies " we 
read the following : " War, which to sane men at the 
present day begins to look like an epidemic insanity, 
breaking out here and there like the cholera or influenza, 
infecting men's brains instead of their bowels, etc." 
Again : "The instinct of self-help is very early unfolded 
in the coarse and merely brutal form of war, only in the 
childhood and imbecility of the other instincts, and 
remains in that form only until their development. It is 
the ignorant and childish part of mankind that is the 
fighting part. Idle and vacant minds want excitement, 
as all boys kill cats." " To men of a sedate and mature 
spirit, in whom is any knowledge or mental activity, the 
detail of battle becomes insupportably tedious and re- 
volting." " Nothing is plainer than that the sympathy 
with war is a juvenile and temporary state." " Learning 
and art, and especially religion, weave ties that make 
war look like fratricide, as it is." " For ages the human 
race has gone on under the tyranny — shall I so call it? — 
of this first brutish form of their effort to be men ; that is, 
for ages they have shared so much of the nature of the 
lower animals, the tiger and the shark, and the savages 
of the water-drop." " War is on its last legs ; and a 
universal peace is as sure as the prevalence of civilization 
over barbarism." 

Can it be, we ask as we read these sentences, that Bos- 
ton is reverting to the original type, to the savage and 
cat-killing boy, the shark and the mi croscopic fighter of 



the water-drop ? If not, then why all this fuss and feath- 
ers of military display, this uneasiness lest we shall soon 
have to re-enact the scenes of Lexington and Bunker Hill ? 
These events are gone forever, and the sooner Boston 
learns it the more it will be to her honor. 

The advocates of the drill usually overlook or entirely 
ignore the more serious evils which invariably attend it. 
We quote from a note received a few days ago from a 
gentleman who has had occasion to observe personally in 
the Boston schools some of these evils. He says : " Seri- 
ous trouble has arisen in most of the Boston High 
Schools on account of the appointment of military offi- 
ces among the boys. Boys leave school owing to disap- 
pointment. Treating and other objectionable practices 
to obtain office are common. In short, all the vices and 
rivalries of the system are found in miniature in our 
schools in which military training exists." 



NOTES AND COMMENTS. 



We give our readers in this issue a fairly full report of 
the Annual Meeting of the American Peace Society 
which took place in this city on the 14ult. The annual 
report of the Directors is given in full. We are sure the 
members of the Society in various parts of the United 
States who could not be present will be glad to have so 
full a report of the proceedings. The year has been a 
successful one for our work, and for this we are indebted 
to our many friends who, notwithstanding the financial 
depression through which the country has been passing, 
have aided us with their generous contributions. The 
opportunity for doing good in the peace cause is now 
very great and the field is constantly widening, and we 
are sure that our members and friends will remember the 
work still more generously in the coming year as the finan- 
cial sky brightens and they shall become able to do so. 
We especially desire the aid of all in extending the cir- 
culation of the Advocate and the Angel, in order that 
we may bring increasing numbers into touch with the 
movement for peace which has now become so strong 
and widespread that people need only to become well 
acquainted with it in order to become deeply interested 
in it. 

Diplomatic relations between Brazil and Portugal have 
been severed, because of the action of the Portuguese war- 
ships in receiving and protecting Admiral da Gama and 
other participants in the Brazilian rebellion. The Portu- 
guese Minister at Rio Janeiro has been given his passport 
and sent away and the Brazilian legation has been called 
home from Lisbon. Not many years ago this severing of 
diplomatic relations for such a reason would have been 
followed by war. But war is not likely to follow in this 
case, the moral force of discontinuing diplomatic relations 
being considered sufficient to teach Portugal the needed 
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lesson. The rebellion in the south of Brazil seems still 
to continue in its mad course. 

The recent meeting of the Institute of International 
Law at Paris seems to have surpassed in numbers and 
interest any former meetings of the organization. Oat 
of sixty members belonging to the Institute fifty-two were 
present, the largest number present in any former year 
being thirty-two. It was voted that the limit of territo- 
rial waters should be six miles instead of three. Other 
resolutions were passed on the subject of nationality and 
of extradition. At the opening session Mr. Frederic Passy 
was admitted to a seat and delivered, at the request of 
the members, a most interesting extempore address. 
The meeting next year is to be held at Cambridge in the 
month of August. 

Baron Blanc in the Italian Chamber of Deputies on 
May 3d declared that Italy ought to be as friendly to 
France as Russia is. Italy had no reason to bear France 
any ill-will because the latter has extended her territories 
in Africa to the Mediterranean. Italy had previously 
refused to accept these territories and did not wish it to 
be said that she had profited at the expense of France. 
He said that an outbreak of war is now more improbable 
than ever, because no European sovereign desires war, 
and public opinion throughout the world is opposed to 
war. 

Jacques St. Cere, cabling to the New York Herald from 
Paris under date of May 4, says that the relations be- 
tween France and Germany are better than they have ever 
been since 1870. He says that the German Government 
is showing great courtesy in every question that arises be- 
tween the two countries, with the evident desire of manifest- 
ing its friendliness, and that this fact will of necessity exer- 
cise the best kind of influence in the diplomatic situation 
in Europe. 

Two great nations like France and Germany, both of 
them having so many admirable qualities, ought to live 
side by side like two brothers. A policy of courtesy and 
friendliness inaugurated by either one of them is sure to be 
reciprocated by the other, and though commencing in a 
small way and in very little things will by and by lift the 
burdens that are crushing both peoples and remove the 
hatreds that now separate them. 

Sir Joseph W. Pease, President of the London Peace 
Society, has given notice in the House of Commons that 
at the earliest possible day he will move that an address 
be presented to her Majesty asking that she communicate 
with the Powers of Europe, with the view of ascertain- 
ing whether a Conference of Representatives of the Pow- 
ers can not be held at an early date for the purpose of 
seeing if something can not be done to bring about a 
reduction of armaments. 



A Conference of members of the various churches of 
England met at Devonshire House, London, on the 17th 
of April. This Conference had been called by the Execu- 
tive Committee of the English Friends, " to consider how 
Christian influence can be rightly organized and exerted 
for the promotion of international concord, especially in 
view of the urgent need, in the present condition of 
Europe, for a mutual reduction of armaments and for 
the creation of a standing international tribunal of arbi- 
tration." Many distinguished persons from different 
churches were present, among whom were Mr. Joseph 
Storrs Fry, Sir Joseph W. Pease, M. P., Mr. Thomas 
Snape, M. P., Rev. Canon Benham, Mr. William T. 
Stead, Dr. W. Evans Darby, Rev. J. P. Gledstone, Mr. 
Percy Bunting, Editor of the Contemporary Review, Mr. 
Lewis Morris (the poet) and others. 

Among those who sent letters expressing their hearty 
approval of the purpose of the Conference were the Arch- 
bishop of York, Rev. Newman Hall, Rev. Mark Guy 
Pearse, Dr. Clifford, Rev. Canon Fremantle, Lady Henry 
Somerset, etc. 

After an interesting discussion in which many of those 
present took part the following two resolutions were 
unanimously adopted : 

" This Conference, meeting by invitation of the religious 
Society of Friends, and composed of members of various 
Christian denominations, being convinced of the urgent 
need, in the present state of Europe, for definite action 
being taken towards the international reduction of arma- 
ments, believes that the time is ripe for the Government 
of this country to propose to the other Powers the adop- 
tion of practical measures designed to promote that object 
and urges upon Christian churches the duty of unitedly 
approaching the Government for this purpose, and calling 
upon it to take measures for the promotion of some system 
of permanent International Arbitration." 

' ' That the different churches of the United Kingdom be 
invited to adopt resolutions in the sense of the foregoing 
resolution, and that the Alliance of British churches in 
behalf of International Arbitration [now entitled " the 
Arbitration Alliance"] be asked to take charge of the 
matter, to communicate with the churches, to organize 
a deputation to Government, to arrange for public meet- 
ings, to consider the best method of approaching foreign 
churches, and to act generally in the sense of the fore- 
going resolution." 

Le Devoir, after alluding to the discussion in the 
English House of Commons between Mr. Cremer and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer on the subject of a confer- 
ence of European Powers to consider the subject of a 
reduction of armaments, puts the following pertinent 
question as to the professed desire of all the governments 
for peace : " Since love of peace is guiding them all in 
the same measure, instead of striving to outstrip each 
other constantly in that ruinous course towards an end 
which is always fleeing from them, why do they not decide 
to turn about once for all toward disarmament, a source 
of unlimited prosperity?" 
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The Herald of Peace, quoting from the Methodist 
Times, says : 

" That a young man now leaves the Colors for the 
Reserves, very often when under twenty-five years of 
age, and generally without a trade, or any certain means 
of livelihood. His health has often been wrecked by the 
trials of a foreign climate, and frequently by the dissipa- 
tion to which boys in the army are specially subject. 
An average of twenty-five thousand of these Short- 
Service men return to civil society every year. What are 
they to do ? They cannot leave the country to emigra( e, 
as other young men can, because they form our Reserve 
Army. It is useless for them to return to their native 
place, because their five to seven years of training as a 
soldier have utterly unfitted them for farm labor. They 
drift into the large towns and cities, and the deferred pay 
which they receive is but too often only a fearful tempta- 
tion to drunkenness and debauchery. It is well known 
that the Short-Service men form a great proportiou of the 
helpless unemployed in London. This is a problem of 
national importance. Every ten years, a quarter of a 
million of these unhappy men are thrown upon the 
country. It is high time that this growing evil should 
receive the special attention of Christians, philanthropists 
and statesmen." 

Rev. John Ross, a veteran missionary to Chinese 
Tartary, condemns the practice of appealing to the sword 
for protection of missionaries. No greater obstacle than 
this has existed to the speedy evangelization of the 
world. The gospel is always retarded and its good name 
dishonored by appeals to deadly force. These are his 
words about China : 

" China will never be won to the Gospel, by our appeals 
to the secular power, to intervene in every little trouble 
we may experience. This appeal to 'Caesar,' or the 
' British gunboat,' simply deepens in the minds of 
patriotic Chinese the belief that the missionary is a politi- 
cal agent — a belief that hinders Christianity more than 
every other cause combined." 

In the death of Mr. Auguste Couvreur, the Belgium 
Peace Society loses one of its strongest members and the 
peace cause one of its oldest and ablest defenders in 
Europe. He was the editor of the Independence Beige, 
the leading national newspaper, and when Henry Richard 
first went to the Continent in the interests of peace he 
found Mr. Couvreur ready at once to take up the cause. 

Professor Allen C. Thomas, of the Chair of History in 
Haverford College, Pa., has written a history of the 
United States in which war is not glorified and the tri- 
umphs of peace are given the prominent place which of 
right belongs to them. The book is published by D. C. 
Heath and Co., of Boston. 

Mr. Fernando Cartland of Poughkeepsie, New York, 
is about to publish a book entitled " The Heroes of the 
Rebellion ; or the Friends of the South during the War." 
A gentleman who read it while in manuscript writes that 
he considers it the most instructive and convincing peace 



book ever published. It describes the faithful steadfast- 
ness of the Friends who were brought into great suffering 
because of their peace principles, their remarkable pres- 
ervation, the refusal of the soldiers to shoot them when 
commanded to do so. Many thrilling interviews between 
them and officers of the army are given. The book con- 
tains about five hundred pages, and contains an account 
of the origin and work of the Underground Railway, 
and of the sufferings at Libby and Salisbury prisons. 
It is more thrilling than romance, for truth is often, 
if not always, stranger than fiction. 

The Prospect Union Review is a new semi-monthly, 
begun this year, " conducted in the interests of The Pros- 
pect Union and of social and educational progress along 
the lines of university extension and university settle- 
ment work." It is issued by The Prospect Union, of 
Cambridge, Mass., to promote Harvard University's 
Extension and Settlement Work. The cover carries the 
motto : " We hold to the brotherhood of man." 

The Canadian Parliament unanimously adopted the 
following resolution on the 21st ult. : 

" This House believes it to be in the interests of Canada 
that the present friendly relations between Great Britain 
and the United States should be cultivated and maintained, 
and views with the highest satisfaction the dispositions 
manifested by both countries to promote the peaceful 
settlement by arbitration of any disputes or differences 
between them which cannot be adjusted by diplomatic 
agency." 

We give below a list of all the peace papers in the 
world, so far as we know. There are many other jour- 
nals which devote considerable space to the subject, but 
those which we here give make peace their primary aim. 
Advocate of Peace, Boston. 
Angel of Peace (for children), Boston. 
Acorn (for children) , Winthrop Centre, Maine. 
Arbitrator, London, 23 Bedford St., Strand. 
Christian Arbitrator and Messenger of Peace, Richmond, 

Indiana. 
Concord, London, 40 and 41 Outer Temple, Strand. 
Der Friede, Zurich and St. Gall. 
Die Waffen Nieder, Dresden and Vienna. 
Herald of Peace, London, 47 New Broad Street. 
La Paix par Le Droit, Nimes, France. 
Les Annales de la Paix, Brussels, 39 rue Joseph II. 
Les Mats-Urns d' Europe, Geneva. 
La Correspondance Autographiee, Berne. 
La Conference Interparlementaire, Berne. 
Messiah's Kingdom, London, Paternoster Square. 
Ned Med Vapnen, Stockholm. 
Peacemaker, Philadelphia. 
Pacific Banner, Winthrop Centre, Maine. 
Pax Humanitate, Amsterdam. 
Peace and Goodwill, Wisbech, England. 
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Prominent among the papers giving special attention to 
the subject of Peace, though not distinguished as peace 
papers, may be mentioned Le Devoir, Guise, France ; 
La Paix, Paris ; II Secolo, Milan ; The Echo, London ; 
and the Christian Neighbor, Columbia, S. C. 



EVENTS OF THE MONTH. 

The Senators have been wrestling mightily with the 
Tariff during the flowery month of May. Four hundred 
amendments to the Wilson Bill have been made, so that 
the measure is now a sort of Wilson-McKinley mulatto. 
The puzzle is to guess what color it will have when it 
passes. Wool and sugar and pig-iron have all been fly- 
ing freely about the Senate chamber and the Committee 
room, and worthy Senators have been squirming and 
dodging and getting knocked down from their original 
positions in all sorts of ways. It is understood that the 
Republicans have decided to use every means in their 
power to prevent the measure from passing, believing 
that no other course is honorable for them. 

The New York Constitutional Convention met at 
Albany on May 8th, with one hundred and seventy-one 
members. Mr. Joseph H. Choate was made President. 
After some preliminary work the Convention adjourned 
till the 22d of May, to give time for making up the Com- 
mittees. Many important subjects are to come before 
the Convention, among which are municipal self-govern- 
ment, the protection of the purity of the suffrage, equal 
suffrage for men and women, the protection of the com- 
mon school system, and the prevention of over-hasty leg- 
islation. The last New York Constitutional Convention 
was held in 1867. 

The most sensible and discriminating article on the 
Coxey movement which we have seen is one in The In- 
dependent for May 17th, by A. Cleveland Hall, of Johns 
Hopkins University. In order to study the movement at 
first hand, he went into the " army of the commonweal ' 
before it reached Washington and spent much time with 
it subsequently. He found the commonwealers not tramps 
and bums, but " for the most part unskilled, uneducated 
workmen ; men just above the tramp class, who are the 
first to suffer during times of financial depression and the 
last to regain employment." Most of the four hundred 
men whom he found in the camp when he first visited it 
were youthful, " showing few signs of physical degener- 
acy," mostly were evidently serious men. In two days 
he heard but one man swear, and chickens and turkeys 
were wandering about the camp, with little danger of get- 
ting into the pot. 

The banner of the " Army " had a picture of Christ and 
bore the motto: "Peace on Earth, Good-will to Men," 
"But Death to Interest on Bonds." He found that 



Marshall Browne believed that portions of the soul of 
Christ were reincarnated in himself and Mr. Coxey, and 
the rest in the souls of thousands of the people. The 
movement he considers essentially socialistic and in 
opposition to the idea of individual responsibility. The 
Coxeyites are " firm believers in the power of Congress to 
make them all happy by the issue of sufficient paper 
money." 

Mr. Hall saw the procession on Labor Day and the 
events on the Capitol grounds, and he believes that the 
" army" behaved much more sensibly than the Washing- 
ton police. Thousands of other people were violating the 
law as much as Coxey, Browne and Jones. " Laws 
must be obeyed, and the police must prevent their being 
broken ; but there must be no discrimination of persons, 
no interference with the rights of American citizens, or 
the result will be many converts to the cause of socialism, 
evolutionary or revolutionary." " A club will subdue one 
man, but it will recruit one hundred for the cause he 
represents." 

In company with Browne and Jones, Mr. Coxey was 
found guilty of trespassing on the Capitol grounds and 
was fined $5.00 and sent to jail for twenty days. The 
" army" has evacuated Washington and gone into camp 
in Maryland. 

The South Carolina Supreme Court has declared that 
prohibition is in force in that State, and that licenses for 
the sale of spirituous liquors can not be granted under 
present law. 

More earthquake shocks have occurred in Greece and a 
severe earthquake in Venezuela has destroyed two cities 
and many villages and occasioned the loss of many lives. 

Delegates to the Constitutional Convention ia Hawaii 
were chosen on May 3d. They are all annexationists. 
The outlook is said to be favorable for peace. 

In response to an invitation given by some of Mas- 
sachusetts representative men at the time of the Naval 
Parade in New York last spring, the British men of war, 
the Blake and her consort the Tartar, visited the Bay 
State on May 24th, proceeding to Halifax on the 28th- 
This is the first time in forty years that a British war 
ship has dropped anchor in Boston harbor. There was 
great rivalry between the citizens and the officers as to 
the display of curiosity on the one hand and courtesy on 
the other. But the award was unanimously given to the 
genial officers, who, although their patience must have 
been tried to the utmost, never once failed in a more than 
ample display of courtesy. 
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